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Mentors and trainees came together during the fall
season to participate in various activities
supported by the Temple University, Fox Chase
Cancer Center and Hunter College (TUFCCC/HC)
Partnership.

Scientific Conferences: The 15th AACR Conference
on the Science of Cancer Health Disparities in
Racial/Ethnic Minorities and the Medically
Underserved was held from September 16th to 19th
in Philadelphia, PA. Several members of the
Partnership presented their research.  

Trainee accomplishments: These past few months
have been full of achievements for our TUFCCC/HC
trainees. Since completing SCRI 2022, our recent
trainees have continued to advance their careers
through various research and work opportunities,
some of which we highlight in this issue.  

Summer Cancer Research Institute 2023: The
Research Education Core has held three successful
information sessions to answer questions from
Temple University and Hunter College students
about the program and the application process. As
of November 1, 2022, the applications portal is
officially open for SCRI 2023. 
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The REC hosting an  information session via Zoom for prospective SCRI 2023 applicants. 



15TH AACR CONFERENCE ON THE SCIENCE
OF CANCER HEALTH DISPARITIES IN
RACIAL/ETHNIC MINORITIES AND THE
MEDICALLY UNDERSERVED

The Effective of mHealth Intervention on Hepatitis B Virus Screening among Asian Americans:
A scoping review 
An Evidence-Based Sexual Health Education Program to Reduce STI and Teen Pregnancy
Rates in Philadelphia
Evaluating a Bidirectional Academic–Community Partnership with Multiple Racial/Ethnic
Communities for Cancer Prevention Initiatives and Cancer Health Disparities Research
Understanding the Epidemiology of NAFLD in Asian Americans: A Literature Review and Survey
Development

Promoting Liver Cancer Awareness and Prevention Initiative in Underserved Racial/Ethnic
Minority Populations Via Community-Based Participatory Research Strategies
Depression is a Risk Factor for Noncompliance with Antiviral Medication Treatment among
Asian Americans with Chronic Hepatitis B
Reducing Liver Cancer Risk Through Dietary Change: Positive Results from A Community-
Based Educational Initiative in Three Racial/Ethnic Groups

Increasing Knowledge of Colorectal Cancer (CRC) Risk Factors and Screening Through a
Community-Based Education Initiative

Increasing Sexual Transmitted Diseases and Promoting Condom Use Among Youth: Evaluation
of Year 2 Data from the Proud Teens of Philly (PTOP) Program
Neighborhood Influences on Chronic Hepatitis B Monitoring Behaviors among Asian Americans
Residing in Philadelphia County

Social Determinants of Health and COVID-19 Exacerbating Cancer Health Disparities in Asian
Americans (AAs)

The 15th American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) Conference on the Science of Cancer
Health Disparities in Racial/Ethnic Minorities and the Medically Underserved was held in
Philadelphia, PA from September 16th to 19th, 2022.  The conference was Co-Chaired by U54
team member Dr. Camille Ragin. Dr. Jill Bargonetti was an invited speaker for the professional
advancement session. The conference was attended by many trainees and mentors from the
TUFCCC/HC partnership.

Lin Zhu, PhD, presented

Wenyue Lu, ML, PhD(c),  presented

Yin Tan, MPH, presented

Jade Trueheart, MPH, presented

Grace Ma, PhD, CHES, presented
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Following his training, Dr. Erblich served as a faculty member at Mount Sinai, where his
work focused on the interactions between emotional, cognitive, behavioral and genetic
factors in addictive behaviors. Projects in this area include studies of the effects of
genetics, personality, attitudes, cognitions, and stress on alcohol and tobacco craving
and decisions to drink and smoke.  In addition to his research, Dr. Erblich was a co-
investigator and mentor in Mount Sinai's NIH-funded Multidisciplinary Cancer Prevention
and Control Postdoctoral Training Program, which facilitated the career development of
numerous leaders in the field.  After moving to Hunter College in 2012, Dr. Erblich helped
create the Health Psychology and Clinical Science program.  At Hunter College, Dr.
Erblich co-leads the NIH-funded U54 Partnership to Advance Cancer Health Equity, as
well as a newly funded R25 training grant that provides summer internships for
outstanding undergraduates seeking careers in the area of cancer prevention and
control. Finally Dr. Erblich serves as a biostatistician and study methodologist on
numerous NIH-funded projects related to cancer and behavioral health. Dr. Erblich is
thrilled to be a part of the exciting research and training efforts happening in the context
of the TUFCCC-HC Partnership. In his free time, Dr. Erblich enjoys reading and walking! 

MENTOR SPOTLIGHT: JOEL ERBLICH, PHD, MPH
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Dr. Erblich earned a PhD in clinical psychology from the
University of Southern California and an MPH in
Biostatistics from the Columbia University School of
Public Health.  He completed a clinical internship at the
UCLA School of Medicine's Neuropsychiatric Institute, a
postdoctoral fellowship in biobehavioral medicine at
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, and a research
fellowship in cancer prevention and control at the Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai in New York City.  

Dr. Erblich presenting with his research team.  



Carolyn Fang, PhD and Grace X. Ma, PHD, CHES have been named as recipients of
the Temple University Health System (TUHS) 2022 Health Equity Leadership and
Social Justice Award Winner. Olorunseun Ogunwobi, MD, PhD was promoted to
the rank of Full Professor of Biological Sciences at Hunter College. Dr. Ogunwobi
also received the Hunter College Presidential Award for Excellence in Scholarship
or Creative Activity.

Dr. Fang has been honored for her continued efforts to raise awareness of the
discrimination faced by many Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, as well as her
work to dismantle the resulting healthcare barriers. She has devoted her 25-year
career to studying how psychological and behavioral factors influence cancer risk
and outcomes, particularly among AAPI and other minority populations. She has
demonstrated that a multifaceted approach to address barriers specific to Asian
Americans can significantly improve cervical cancer screening and prevention
behaviors. She has also worked to develop a biobehavioral framework for Asians
who have migrated to the United States that models how various factors
contribute to biologic vulnerability to disease risk. 

Dr. Ma has been successfully leading academic-clinical-community partnerships to
advance health equity among historically underserved AAPI communities for 25
years. Early in her career, Dr. Ma conducted seminal studies of smoking behavior
and tobacco use among diverse Asian Americans – and her findings led to an
innovative and evidence-based culturally and linguistically appropriate smoking
cessation program for Chinese, Vietnamese, and Korean American smokers. Dr.
Ma has led numerous large-scale studies aimed at improving cancer screening and
access to care across AAPI populations, elucidating multilevel social determinants
of health factors that influence cancer and health care disparities among Asian
Americans. Her contributions have provided substantial benefit to underserved
Asian American, African American and Hispanic American communities in the
form of translating research into practice, education and patient navigation for the
uninsured and underinsured. 

Dr. Ogunwobi's laboratory continues to study the biological mechanisms of
progression in cancers with established health disparities. A major focus of his
laboratory are studies elucidating the role of non-coding RNAs derived from the
PVT1 gene locus in the development and progression of solid organ cancers. The
Ogunwobi laboratory is also now working on epitranscriptomics, and utilization of
genome engineering of the 3’untranslated region of the mRNA of known
oncogenes as a novel therapeutic approach for lethal cancers resistant to
currently available targeted therapies. Dr. Ogunwobi continues to engage with the
community in various capacities, including as Co-Chair of the Coalition against
Hepatitis in People of African Origin (CHIPO) – New York City. At CHIPO-NYC’s
October 19, 2022 quarterly meeting, Dr. Ogunwobi gave a talk entitled “Myths and
Misconceptions about Hepatitis B among African Immigrants in the United
States”. 
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Congratulations U54 Leaders!



SUMMER CANCER RESEARCH INSTITUTE -
INFORMATION SESSIONS  
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The Research Education Core conducted three sessions to
provide potential SCRI 2023 applicants with information
about next summer's program. REC leaders and
coordinators were joined by SCRI 2022 Alumni Uska
Naveed, Ruixin Feng, Gigi Lin, Juan Pablo Chavez Salas and
Mia Akhter. The REC team provided an overview of the
program and SPEECH partnership, gave insight on the
application process and tips for a strong application,
discussed past SCRI experiences, and answered questions
posed by interested students. 

REC WEBINAR SERIES - TRAINEE PRESENTATIONS 
Our REC Webinar series resumed in September, with exciting presentations from four Pilot awardees. 

Jorge Canar (TU) presented Characterizing the
Biological Effect of STAT2 Mutations of
Tumorigenesis and Type 1 Interferon Signaling
Mentor: Dr. Ana Gamero, PhD

Devorah Natelson (HC) presented Effects of
BRCA1-Medicated Ubiquitination of HuR on RNA
Metabolism in Breast Cancer
Mentor:  Dr. Frida  Kleiman, PhD 

Veronica Shikha Gomes (TU)  presented The
Influence of Ethnic Enclaves on Colon Cancer
Syage at Diagnosis among New Jersey Hispanics 
Mentor: Dr. Kevin Henry, PhD 

Kenneth Bonett  (TU) presented Adherence to
Lung Cancer Screening App 
Mentor: Dr. Cherie Erkmen, MD 

Sessions were held on October 12th, October 25th, and
November 17th. All three sessions had a high level of
registration and attendance, with over 400 potential
applicants registering in total, indicative of another
competitive application period for SCRI 2023! 



"My experience during SCRI has helped me tremendously not only in a
way where it has strengthened my work ethic in my classes...but in
addition, it has been incredibly beneficial in preparing me for the
research work I’m currently doing in Dr. Ogunwobi’s lab, where I am
learning how to be a better problem-solver and thinker every day
through studying tumorigenesis, and the ever-advancing cancer
treatment by analyzing breast cancer tumor cells and metastasis using
mouse models. SCRI has taught what it means to be a better
communicator and student through networking with people across
different fields in medicine, as well as the power of collaboration. On
top of acquiring new wet lab techniques such as imaging, western
blotting, and dissecting animal models, it has been incredibly eye-
opening to collaborate creatively with my lab members through drawing
mouse model illustrations to showcase the incredible ongoing work
being done in the lab!”
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? SCRI 2022

Updates since SCRI: Gigi has been enjoying her classes, doing research
in Dr. Ogunwobi's lab, volunteering in Mount Sinai's CARE program, and
serving as the vice president of HC's Mission Nutrition Club. 

GIGI LIN

EMILIE PROCARIO
Updates since SCRI: Emilie has started her final year of the Nutrition
and Dietetics graduate program at Hunter College and is interning at a
private practice specializing in eating disorders.  

"My time at the SCRI improved my overall confidence in my ability to
work in a professional setting, and also furthered my interest in public
health. Although I am not currently working in a research environment,
the skills I learned at the SCRI are being carried over into my current
internship and will continue to help me progress professionally and
academically." 



If you would like to receive more information about the Summer Cancer Research Institute (SCRI),
please contact Emily Kaminsky at emily.kaminsky@hunter.cuny.edu or Yuku Chen at
yuku.chen@fccc.edu. 

To be eligible for the program, students must be currently enrolled at either Temple University or
Hunter College as an undergraduate or graduate student. Applicants should have an interest in
pursuing biomedical, clinical, or population-based cancer research. We highly encourage applications
from students of all background, particularly those from underrepresented minority groups or
underserved backgrounds. 

SCRI is held in Philadelphia each summer, on the Temple University and Fox Chase Cancer Center
campuses. Participants attend weekly cancer seminars and skill-building workshops, benefit from
hands-on research training, receive mentorship from an established investigator in the field, as well
as a $3,000 stipend.

The application window for SCRI 2023 opened on November 1, 2022. Applications will be accepted
until January 20, 2023 at 5pm EST. 

The SCRI 2023 program will run from June 5, 2023 to July 28, 2023. 

The application portal can be accessed through this link: https://forms.gle/2g64PbfsyLWr2BJ48
(Note: the portal is only accessible during the application window) 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN APPLYING
FOR THE SUMMER CANCER

RESEARCH INSTITUTE 2023?
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Two letters of recommendation are optional, but highly encouraged.
Please reach out to recommenders well in advance to request a letter. 
Resume or CV
Unofficial transcripts 

Completely answering all components of short essay questions
Research what you want to research! 

Application checklist:

What makes a strong application?



Fall Cancer Awareness Months
September October November

                                            Follow us on 
Linkedin (tufccc_HC REsearch Education Core)    Twitter (@Rec_u54)     Instagram (@u.54_rec_scri_)

Research Education Core Leaders: 
Carolyn Fang, PhD - Fox Chase Cancer Center 
Olorunseun Ogunwobi, MD, PhD - Hunter College 

For questions regarding the Research Education Core and any
upcoming events, please contact one of our program
coordinators:
Yuku Chen, MPH - Yuku.Chen@fccc.edu
Emily Kaminsky, MS - Emily.Kaminsky@hunter.cuny.edu
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Childhood Cancer 
Leukemia & Lymphoma 

Ovarian Cancer 
Prostate Cancer
Thyroid Cancer
Uterine Cancer

SPEECH is a comprehensive regional cancer
health disparity partnership between Temple

University/Fox Chase Cancer
Center and Hunter College (TUFCCC/HC), the

U54 grant funded by the National Cancer
Institute. The purpose of SPEECH is to reduce
cancer health disparities among underserved

minority populations in Pennsylvania-New
Jersey-New York City (PNN) region, through

cancer disparities research, community
outreach, and career development for

underrepresented early stage investigators and
students.

 

Breast Cancer
Liver Cancer

Carcinoid Cancer
Gastric Cancer

Lung Cancer
Pancreatic Cancer 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING A SUMMER
CANCER RESEARCH INSTITUTE MENTOR? 

The Research Education Core is currently seeking mentors
for the SCRI 2023 Program! SCRI trainees work full-time,
40 hours per week for the 8-week program period over the
summer. Program dates for 2023 are June 5, 2023 through
July 28, 2023. Trainees are supported through the
TUFCCC/HC Regional Comprehensive Health Disparity
Partnership from NCI Grants, U54CA221704 (Contact PI: O.
Ogunwobi) and U54CA221705 (Contact PI: G. Ma). 

If you're interested in joining the program team, or for more
information, please contact Research Education Core
leaders Carolyn Fang, PhD at carolyn.fang@fccc.edu or
Olorunseun Ogunwobi, MD, PhD at
ogunwobi@genectr.hunter.cuny.edu.


