2021 SPRING EDITION

Research Education
Core
SPRING HIGHLIGHTS
Mentors and trainees came together during the Spring to
participate in various activities supported by the Temple
University, Fox Chase Cancer Center and Hunter College
(TUFCCC/HC) Partnership.
REC Webinar Series: On March 10, 2021, Drs. Nora Engel
and Kelly Whelan presented a webinar titled "Gender Roles
and Their Impact on Academia". Additional details are
presented on page 10.

Drs. Nora Engel and Kelly Whelan from the Fels Cancer
Institute present a seminar on "Gender Roles and Their
Impact on Academia"

Trainee Accomplishments: Congratulations to all our
trainees on their wonderful accomplishments in these past
months despite the hurdles posed by the ongoing pandemic.
Bachelard Dieujuste applied to doctoral programs and
received several outstanding offers. In addition, Fayola
Levine also received several offers into Ph.D. programs.
Details are highlighted on page 2.
SCRI Alumni- Where Are They Now?: We would like to
congratulate Priya Nigam on her medical school acceptance
and Daniel Wiese on accepting a position as a Senior
Scientist at the American Cancer Society. More information
can be found on page 3.
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TRAINEE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Fayola Levine- Hunter College
As a first-generation college graduate and Trinidad native, Fayola
embarked on her graduate studies at Hunter College where she completed
her BA/MA in Biology with a specialization in Biotechnology. Under the
mentorship of Dr. Olorunseun Ogunwobi, she presented her research at
multiple conferences and was the recipient of several honors and awards
including the AACR Minorities in Cancer Research Award (2020) and the
U54 TUFCCC/HC Cancer Health Disparities Partnership (SPEECH) Pilot
Research Program Award (2019 & 2020). Fayola recently published her
manuscript “Targeting PVT1 Exon 9 Re-Expresses Claudin 4 Protein and
Inhibits Migration by Claudin – Low Triple Negative Breast Cancer Cells”
in Cancers which focuses on elucidating the molecular mechanisms by
which Plasmacytoma Variant Translocation 1 (PVT1) may be promoting
breast tumorigenicity. She will pursue her PhD in the Molecular and
Cellular Biology Program at SUNY Downstate Medical Center this coming
fall.

"I aspire to devote my career towards developing novel therapeutic
strategies to help mitigate cancer health disparities and with the endless
support of the many amazing people I was fortunate enough to cross
paths with, I can say I am well on my way. I would like to extend my
deepest appreciation to my research mentor, Dr. Olorunseun Ogunwobi,
for his enthusiasm, guidance, and thoughtful advice on becoming a better
scientist. To my lab mates who became more like family, I want to say,
thank you. I am truly grateful for all of you."

Bachelard Dieujuste - Hunter College
Bachelard is a native of Haiti where he finished his primary education and
began his college education. Bachelard joined Hunter College's BA/MA
program in 2018 and was awarded a RISE fellowship for his outstanding
and steadfast academic achievements. Bachelard's research interests
include understanding cancer specifically the involvement of non-coding
proteins in regulating cell plasticity in cancer.
Bachelard applied to different doctoral programs. He was offered
scholarships at Stony Brook University, Roswell Park Comprehensive
Cancer Center, and University of Rochester Medical Center (URMC).
Bachelard decided to join the Genetics, Development, and Stem Cells
(GDSC) Ph.D. program at URMC. Under the mentorship of Dr. Ogunwobi,
he also presented his current research project "MicroRNA-1205 directly
targets ONECUT2 in neuroendocrine prostate cancer cells" at the
American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) online event in April
2021.

“I have many people to thank, including Dr. Benjamin Ortiz for
sharpening, supporting, and helping me refine my research interests
and skills. However, my deepest appreciation would be to my mentor,
Dr. Ogunwobi and my lab members for all their endless support and
enthusiasm about research. I could not have done any of that
without my mentor’s support.”
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW?: SCRI ALUMNI
Daniel Wiese: SCRI '19 - Temple University
Daniel is from Hamburg, Germany. In 2014, after obtaining his
BSc in Geography from the University of Hamburg, he
immigrated to the US and completed a Professional Science
Master’s in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) at Temple
University. After graduation, he entered the doctoral program in
Geography and Urban Studies at Temple University and focused
on developing expertise in Health and Medical Geography.
During this time, he served as a research assistant on projects
focused on analyzing geographic disparities in cancer incidence
and mortality in the US using spatial modeling, GIS, and Remote
Sensing techniques. He graduated in May 2021 and will continue
his career in cancer research as a Senior Scientist at the
American Cancer Society.

"The Summer Cancer Research Institute (SCRI) gave me an outstanding
opportunity to explore and apply methodologies in prostate cancer
disparities research. Working with my mentors Dr. Shannon M. Lynch (Fox
Chase Cancer Center) and Dr. Kevin A. Henry (Temple University Geography
and Urban Studies) provided me with an opportunity to learn more about
why cancer disparities and equity research is needed to understand why
some groups of people may be more or less likely to develop prostate cancer
or die from prostate cancer than other groups. My research during the SCRI
also further piqued my interest in cancer disparities research and inspired
me to continue conducting cancer research after graduation."

Priya Nigam: SCRI '20 - Temple University
Priya Nigam is a recent graduate of Temple University where she
studied neuroscience and computer science. She was recently
accepted to medical school and will be attending Temple
University's Lewis Katz School of Medicine this fall. During the
SCRI program, she explored sex-biased tissue-specific overlaps
between enhancers and differentially methylated regions under
Dr. Nora Engel, whose lab focuses on sex biases during
cardiovascular development and disease.

"After SCRI, I was fortunate enough to continue working as a research
assistant in Dr. Engel's lab. She has been a tremendous source of support
and encouragement for me this past year, and I appreciate how much she
cares about my intellectual curiosity, my happiness, and my growth. I'm so
glad I was a part of the SCRI program because it helped me find a lab I love!"
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MENTOR SPOTLIGHT: CARMEN SAPIENZA, PHD
Carmen Sapienza is Professor of Pathology and Laboratory
Medicine and Professor in the Fels Cancer Institute for
Personalized Medicine at the Lewis Katz School of Medicine at
Temple University. Dr. Sapienza received a B.A. in Biology from
the University of California, San Diego, an M.S. in
Oceanography from the University of Maine and a Ph.D. in
Biochemistry from Dalhousie University in Halifax, Canada. He
completed a Jane Coffin Childs postdoctoral fellowship at the
Howard Hughes Medical Institute in Salt Lake City. He has held
faculty positions at Mc Gill University, UCSD and Temple
University. His laboratory was among the first to discover DNA
methylation differences between maternally and paternally
inherited genes, ushering in the modern era of epigenetic
research. Current research is directed towards discovering the
genetic rules governing epigenetic marking of chromosomes,
the selective forces that shape the process, whether natural
variation in this process is associated with a predisposition to
disease, and whether the environment has an effect on the
process. Dr. Sapienza is most excited about the possibility that
much of “gene/environment interaction” is accomplished via
alteration of epigenetic marking and plans to direct efforts over
the next several years toward “epigenetic epidemiology” with an
eye towards “personalized medicine”. Research in Dr. Sapienza’s
laboratory is supported by grants from the National Institutes of
Health and National Cancer Institute. Away from the laboratory,
Dr. Sapienza enjoys listening to baseball games on the radio,
making and drinking wine, reading, traveling, swimming and
scuba diving.

CANCER HEALTH DISPARITIES: COVID-19 AND ITS IMPACT ON CANCER
As a partnership that focuses greatly on cancer health and healthcare disparities, we recognize that the
ongoing coronavirus pandemic impacts researchers across the board. A new study published in JAMA
Oncology recently described the impact of the pandemic and the effect it had on cancer screening across
the United States. There was a noticeable deficit observed in cancer screening over the past year: 3.9
million for breast cancer, 3.8 million for colorectal cancer, and 1.6 million for prostate cancer.
The article also commented on strategies to reduce further declines in cancer screening during any future
pandemics. You can read more about this study by scanning the QR code below.
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WEAR A MASK.
SAVE LIVES.

SUMMER CANCER RESEARCH INSTITUTE: MEET THE 2021 COHORT
The Summer Cancer Research Institute (SCRI) was created by the TUFCCC/HC
partnership to provide underrepresented minority trainees the resources, training, and
skills needed to develop professional careers in the field of cancer research. We received a
total of 345 applications for this year's cohort of which 164 were from Temple University
and 181 were from Hunter College. A team of 27 reviewers met to select the final trainees.
This is the first year that the SCRI will be working with 14 trainees and we hope to be able
to increase this number due to the outstanding response we received.
As part of the SCRI curriculum, trainees attend seminars on topics ranging from basic
science, population science, and biostatistics. Professional development seminars are also
integrated into the curriculum. After closely monitoring health and safety guidelines from
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Pennsylvania Department of
Health, and Temple University Health Systems, the REC decided to host the program in
person in Philadelphia. The program will run from June 7- July 31.
Our Hunter College Program Manager,

The Research Education Core hosted a pre-orientation session for the 2021 Summer Janerie Rodriguez instructs the SCRI cohort
Cancer Research Institute (SCRI) trainees on Friday, May 7. The team discussed
onboarding processes along with details regarding the summer to ensure that trainees
were well acquainted with SCRI procedures before their arrival in Philadelphia. The REC
is extremely excited to be hosting this year's SCRI in-person in order to provide the
trainees with a hands-on experience.
The SCRI team would like to thank all the mentors and PIs involved in this program. A
full list of the selected students and their mentors is provided below.

2021 SCRI COHORT
STUDENT

INSTITUTION

MAJOR

Brittney Greene

Hunter College

Afrin Ansary

Hunter College

Daaimah Dratsky

Hunter College

Nutrition

Rishi Jain

Andy Huang

Hunter College

Chemistry

Suzanne Miller

Dilara Portelli

Hunter College

Biology & Sociology

Bojana Gligorijevic

Hunter College

Behavioral Neuroscience

Lauren Scheinfeldt

Dina Youssef

Hunter College

Biochemistry & Human Biology

Don-Gerard Conde

Hunter College

Biology

Kelly Whelan

Joy Gonzalez

Temple University

Biology

Xavier Graña

Kennedy Darling

Temple University

Biology

Ana Gamero

Bernadette Re

Temple University

Biology

Nora Engel

George Karamenko

Temple University

Bioengineering

Swayam Prabha

Tanaya Oliphant

Temple University

Public Health

Grace Ma

Marie Zamienta Codio

Temple University

Biology

Carmen Sapienza

Sarah Shalan

Clinical Psychology

MENTOR

Biology
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Camille Ragin

Olorunseun Ogunwobi

Jean-Pierre Issa

42ND ANNUAL MEETING: SOCIETY OF BEHAVIORAL MEDICINE
RESEARCHER SPOTLIGHT
The 42nd annual meeting of the Society of Behavioral Medicine (SBM) was held from April 12-16, 2021. SBM is a
multidisciplinary organization that includes more than 2400 behavioral and biomedical researchers and
clinicians from more than 20 disciplines. Two REC trainees had presentations at this year's meeting.
The presentations from our trainees are descibed below.

Lauren A. Zimmaro, PhD
Lauren presented her research titled "Clinical Communication About Mood
During Breast Cancer Outpatient Appointments: A Mixed-Methods Analysis".
Many BRCA patients experience high distress, yet, mood is not frequently
discussed during oncology visits. Lauren's research aimed to understand the
factors surrounding patient-provider clinical communication regarding mood and
the need for timely assessment and management of symptoms. For this study,
mixed-methods analysis was carried out to characterize the severity of patient
mood symptoms, mood communications, and the association between
demographic/medical factors. This study revealed that communication regarding
mood occurred infrequently, but when it did, it was consistent with patient needs.
Future research should explore barriers and facilitators of patient-provider
communication, and interventions to enhance this dialogue could promote
appropriate symptom management and improve patient well-being.
Lauren is currently a postdoctoral fellow under the mentorship of Dr. Jennifer
Reese. She serves as the site therapist for Dr. Reese's multisite clinical trial on
behavioral interventions for sexual concerns of couples facing breast cancer and
has collaborated with her on other projects including understanding and
improving patient-provider communication about sexual concerns.

Erin K. Tagai, PhD
Erin's research titled "Mental Health In the First Year Following Treatment for
Localized Prostate Cancer" discussed the high rates of clinical depression observed in
this patient population. The study examined the association of demographic and
medical variables with depression symptoms and overall mood states among localized
prostate cancer survivors in the first year following treatment. The study findings
suggest that mental health outcomes differ by race/ethnicity, comorbidities, interactions
with medical providers, and self-efficacy. Additional research is needed to understand
the underlying mechanisms that drive disparities in mental health outcomes to ensure
adequate support and mental health treatment throughout survivorship.
Erin is a postdoctoral fellow and a health services researcher focused on the
development and implementation of clinic-based strategies to improve patient-reported
outcomes for cancer patients and survivors. She works collaboratively with urologic
oncologists, psychologists, sociologists, and biostatisticians. Her mentorship team is led
by Dr. Suzanne Miller and includes Drs. Shawna Hudson, Michael Diefenbach, and
Carolyn Fang, among others.
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR CANCER RESEARCH (AACR)
ANNUAL MEETING 2021
U54 trainees attended the American Association for Cancer Research (AACR) annual meeting which was held
virtually on April 10-15, 2021, and May 17-21, 2021. The AACR covers the latest discoveries on a wide spectrum of
cancer-related topics, from population science and prevention; to cancer biology, translational, and clinical
studies; to survivorship and advocacy—and highlights the work of the best minds in research and medicine from
institutions all over the world. This year's presenters from Hunter College included Michelle K. Naidoo, Fayola
Levine, Priyanka Ghosh, Bachelard Dieujuste, and Gargi Pal.
You can read more about the AACR and these presentations at: https://www.aacr.org/meeting/aacr-annualmeeting-2021/
1-MicroRNA-1205 modulates FRYL/Aurora A kinase protein protein interaction in prostate cancer.
Michelle K. Naidoo, Fayola Levine, Princesca Dorsaint, Andrea Sboner, Olorunseun O. Ogunwobi.
2- Targeting PVT1 exon 9 transcript is not pro-apoptotic but induces claudin 4 expression and inhibits
migration in triple negative breast cancer cells. Fayola A. Levine, Olorunseun O. Ogunwobi.
3- Computation of a user-friendly composite score from three prostate cancer biomarkers. Gargi Pal,
Emmanuel Asante-Asamani, Leslie Liu, Olorunseun O. Ogunwobi.
4- MicroRNA-1205 directly targets ONECUT2 in neuroendocrine prostate cancer.
Dieujuste, Michelle Naidoo, Olorunseun O. Ogunwobi.

Bachelard

5. Intracellular interaction of downstream molecular mediators of miR-1207-3p in prostate cancer.
Priyanka Ghosh, Oloronseun O. Ogunwobi.

EVENTS AND UPDATES THIS QUARTER: BEHIND THE SCENES
This year has been particularly challenging with the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic- however as a team of
researchers, investigators, and healthcare providers the U54 knows that this hurdle does not mean that the
fight against cancer has come to a halt. The pandemic has continued to impact many lives but the team has
not stopped working. We have continued the TUFCCC/ HC cross-institutional collaboration with several
virtual events and team meetings.

PSC Preparatory Meeting

SCRI Pre-Orientation

REC Webinar

SCRI Mentor Workshop
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IN MEMORY OF
DEAN JOHN M. DALY, ’73, MD, FACS
LEWIS KATZ SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
TEMPLE UNIVERISITY

"On March 26, 2021, the Lewis Katz School of Medicine sustained a great loss: the unexpected
death of its dean, Dr. John M. Daly.
Dr. Daly was a remarkable leader and a great advocate of our U54 programs, especially student
trainees at all levels from undergraduate, graduate to early-stage investigators of junior faculty.
We cherish the memory of his support and leadership.
He was strongly committed to advancing health equity and reducing health disparities. He
established two scholarships with his personal funds, including the Dean’s Scholarship for
Diversity and Inclusion.
He was 100 percent behind this U54 Comprehensive Partnership to advance cancer health equity
locally and regionally in underserved racial/ethnic minority communities in PA, NJ, and NYC.
We honor him. We thank him. We miss him."

~Dr. Grace Ma
Associate Dean for Health Disparities Director of the Center for Asian Health
Laura H. Carnell Professor and Professor in Clinical Science
SPEECH Contact Principal Investigator
Lewis Katz School of Medicine, Temple University
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RESEARCH EDUCATION CORE WEBINAR SERIES
The REC hosted a webinar on March 10 during which Drs. Engel and Whelan
presented data and language that highlighted sex/gender-based disparities in
biomedical research as well as strategies to address these disparities. The webinar
led to an engaging discussion on closing the gender gap across a variety of
research and clinical fields. The discussion also included keywords that
differentiated men and women in the field- with women being described using
adjectives that focused on qualities unrelated to their work ethic.
Dr. Nora Engel is an Associate Professor in the Fels Cancer Institute for
Personalized Medicine at Temple University Lewis Katz School of Medicine in
Philadelphia, PA. Dr. Whelan is an Assistant Professor at the Fels Cancer Institute
for Personalized Medicine at Temple University Lewis Katz School of Medicine.

Dr. Nora Engel

Suggested Reading: "How to Say It For Women: Communicating with Confidence
and Power Using the Language of Success" by Phyllis Mindell
You can also follow us on Twitter @REC_U54 for upcoming webinars!

Dr. Kelly Whelan

Dr. Whelan discusses the unequal distribution of positions based on gender.

Research Education Core Leaders:
Olorunseun Ogunwobi, MD, PhD - Hunter College
Carolyn Fang, PhD - Fox Chase Cancer Center
For questions regarding the Research Education Core and upcoming events,
please contact one of our program coordinators:
Rubia Shahbaz, BA - rs1650@hunter.cuny.edu
Taylor Kazaoka, MPH - taylor.wood@fccc.edu

SPEECH is a comprehensive regional cancer
health disparity partnership between Temple
University/Fox Chase Cancer
Center and Hunter College (TUFCCC/HC), the
U54 grant funded by the National Cancer
Institute. The purpose of SPEECH is to reduce
cancer health disparities among underserved
minority populations in Pennsylvania-New
Jersey-New York City (PNN) region, through
cancer disparities research, community
outreach, and career development for
underrepresented early stage investigators and
students.

Follow us on
Linkedin (tufccc_HC REsearch Education Core) Twitter (@Rec_u54) Instagram (U54_REC_SCRI)

spring cancer awareness months
march

Colorectal Cancer
Kidney Cancer
Multiple Myeloma

april
Testicular Cancer
Esophageal Cancer
Head & Neck Cancer
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may

Melanoma & Skin Cancer
Brain Cancer
Bladder Cancer

