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2 0 1 9  S U M M E R  E D I T I O N

SUMMER 

Mentors and trainees came together over the summer
to participate in various activities supported by the
Temple University, Fox Chase Cancer Center and
Hunter College (TUFCCC/HC) Partnership. 
 
The 1st Annual SPEECH Regional Cancer Health
Disparity Conference took place on May 30th at the
Temple University Health Science Campus' Medical
Education and Research Building. Trainees at
different academic levels presented posters on their
work, ranging in various research topics.
 
The first cohort of ten trainees from Hunter College
and Temple University successfully completed the
Summer Cancer Research Institute. After 8 weeks of
laboratory work and skill-building workshops, they
presented their research findings at the SCRI
symposium on August 2nd, 2019.
 
We look forward to upcoming activities aimed at
training and supporting mentors and trainees in the
field of cancer health disparities research. 
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WHAT'S

INSIDE

HIGHLIGHTS



1ST SPEECH REGIONAL

CANCER HEALTH DISPARITY CONFERENCE

The 1st Synergistic Partnership for Enhancing Equity in
Cancer Health (SPEECH)  Regional Cancer Health Disparities
Conference was a successful event held on May 30th, 2019 at
Temple University Health Science Campus' Medical
Education and Research Building (MERB). The goal of this
event was to offer a professional space for students,
investigators and researchers to learn about innovative 
 opportunities that are occurring within the field of cancer
research. 
 
The conference kicked off with welcome speeches from the
Dean of the Lewis Katz School of Medicine, Larry Kaiser, MD
as well as the Vice President for Research, Michele Masucci,
PhD. Keynote Speaker, Amelie Ramirez, DrPH from the
University of Texas - San Antonio, addressed the audience on
the importance of health equity while Sandra San Miguel, MS,
DrPH(c) from the National Cancer Institute's Center to
Reduce Cancer Health Disparities (NCI-CRCHD) encouraged
diversity in the field of cancer research to promote health
equity.
 
A total of 48 posters were presented by undergraduate
students, graduate students, postdoctoral fellows and early-
stage investigators within the biomedical, clinical, and
population-based research fields. A selected committee of
researchers from Temple University, Fox Chase Cancer
Center and Hunter College (TUFCCC/HC) evaluated the
poster presentations. The highest rated posters were
presented with an award for their accomplishments.
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Undergraduate level
Ahmed Doymaz (Hunter College)

Khin Htet (Hunter College)
Tess Cremers (Temple University)  

 
Graduate level

Michelle Naidoo (Hunter College)
Daniel Weise (Temple University)

 
Early Stage Investigator

Alvaro Garcia (Temple University)
 

 
 

Poster Award Recipients

 
 
Trainees also attended a career-building workshop
sponsored by the NCI-CRCHD's Hana Odeh, PhD, Program
Director and Mary Ann S. Van Duyn, PhD, MPH, Associate
Deputy Director for Integration. This workshop was held to
discuss funding and training opportunities available for
undergraduate and graduate students, postdoctoral fellows,
and junior faculty.
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KEY DATES TO REMEMBER

Network luncheon 

with NCI program directors 

On May 30th, 2019 selected Hunter College and Temple
University/Fox Chase Cancer Center trainees were invited
to meet with NCI Program Directors for a small group
luncheon. Drs. Aguila, Taylor and San Miguel addressed
trainees' fears of applying for funding, discussed a wide
range of grant opportunities, career-development skills and
provided guidance on how to further advance their research
on cancer health disparities. 
 
"It was very inspiring.  When you think about working your way
up the ladder and applying for grants, it is very daunting.  He
[Emmanuel Taylor, M.Sc, DrPH] spoke about hard work and how
if you have the will, there are people to help you find the way." -
Kerry Traub, Temple University
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REC WEBINAR SERIES

FALL WEBINAR ON THE NEXT GENERATION COMPUTATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR ACCESSIBLE, STANDARDIZED, SCALABLE BIOINFORMATICS lecture

presented by Dr. Konstantinos KRampis  from Hunter College

This event w ill  be hosted in  late september .  date and registration information w ill  be made available on tw itter (@REC_U54)  and l inkedin  

Sandra San Miguel, MS, DrPH(c), Program Director in the Integrated
Networks Branch of NCI-CRCHD advising undergraduate trainees

Early Stage Investigator trainees engaging with 
H. Nelson Aguila, D.V.M., Deputy Director of NCI-CRCHD

Emmanuel Taylor, M.Sc., DrPH, Health Scientist Administrator at
NCI-CRCHD addressing the questions of graduate students 

For more information please contact Cristina Zambrano at cristina.zambrano61@myhunter.cuny.edu

REgister to attend the 12th aacr conference on the science of cancer health disparities in racial/ethnic minorities and the

medically underserved

September 20th-23rd, San Francisco

Registration varies on membership ,  v is it  the AACR website for more information

https://www.aacr.org/Meetings/Pages/MeetingDetail.aspx?EventItemID=151


SUMMER CANCER 

RESEARCH INSTITUTE
 
From June 10th until August 2nd, the first cohort of Summer Cancer
Research Institute (SCRI) trainees from Hunter College and Temple
University worked diligently in their mentors' labs evaluating a range
of topics from race-associated methylation signatures and
microbiome diversity to understanding the quality of life of men with
prostate cancer.  
 
The SCRI was created through the TUFCCC/HC partnership to
provide underrepresented minority trainees the resources, training
and skills needed to develop professional careers in the field of cancer
research. 
 
In addition to their work in the lab, trainees attended weekly seminars
on topics in basic science research, population science and
biostatistics. Trainees also had the opportunity to network with
Dianne Soprano, PhD - Associate Dean for the Biomedical Sciences
Graduate and MD/PhD Program and Melanie Cosby, PhD – Director
of Diversity and Inclusion, both from the Temple University Lewis
Katz School of Medicine.
 
At the completion of this program, 90% of trainees reported their
overall satisfaction with SCRI to be ‘excellent’!
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SCRI SYMPOSIUM

On August 2nd, the SCRI trainees presented their
research at the first annual SCRI Symposium. The
trainees' mentors and a number of additional
investigators from both Hunter College and Temple
University attended this symposium to support these
trainees as they demonstrated their knowledge and
experience through oral and poster presentations. At
the completion of the symposium, each trainee was
awarded a certificate of achievement.
Thank you to all the mentors, lab staff,  and guest
lecturers who committed to training and enhancing
the skills of the SCRI trainees. 
 
 
 

Yu Qing Xu analyzing her results in
 Dr. Xavier Graña's lab 

Safiyah Samad carrying out experiments in 
Dr. Kelly Whelan's lab

“I have been able to learn about the researcher’s culture, how they think, the
underlying protocols generally utilized in conceiving a research idea and
designing an experiment” - Oluwatoyin Odumuwagun, Hunter College

"I think it was a very valuable experience for both mentor and trainees to see how
motivated students who were untrained in molecular genetics could gain expertise

and provide insight within a short training period."- SCRI mentor



SPEECH CANCER HEALTH DISPARITIES

PILOT RESEARCH PROGRAM

To support trainees working on cancer-focused research studies,
the TUFCCC/HC partnership solicited applications to support pre-
pilot and pilot funding opportunities for graduate students and
early-stage investigators. Selection criteria included having an
impact on cancer health disparities, having an innovative research
question and design, collaboration with TUFCCC/HC investigators
and community members, and potential to obtain further funding
for future research. 
 
A total of 15 awards were presented to trainees from diverse
backgrounds, working on multidisciplinary projects aiming to
address cancer health disparities. 
 

"I am grateful for the SPEECH grant Committee recognition
and support of my work. I hope my research will be able to

better reduce cancer disparities and provide innovative
treatment for breast cancer patients." -

 Gu Xiao, PhD, Hunter College  - Pilot Award recipient

 

INSTITUTION

Hunter College 

PRE-PILOT AWARDEES PROJECT TITLE
Fayola A. Levine, BA,

Master's student 

Michelle K. Naidoo, BA, 

PhD student

Devon Lundine, BS, 

PhD student

Hunter College 

Hunter College 

Oluwatoyin Odumuwagun, BPharm, 

Master's student
Hunter College 

Aisha Bhimla, MPH

PhD candidate

Elizabeth Blackman, MPH

PhD candidate

Ziran Zhao, MS,

PhD candidate
Temple University

Temple University  

Fox Chase Cancer Center 

"PVT1 in triple negative breast cancer"

"MicroRNA-1205 as a tumor suppressor in aggressive prostate cancer

in Black males"

"Oxytocin as a biopsychosocial modulator in hepatocellular
carcinoma"

"Examining built Environmental and geospatial predictors of colorectal
cancer risk behaviors among Asian Americans in Philadelphia"

"Oncogenic mutant p53 interactions with replicating DNA in Triple-

Negative Breast Cancer"

"Immortalization and characterization of primary normal and
patient-derived prostate human cells"

"Assessing barriers to colorectal cancer screening for the
Black population in Philadelphia County"

 

INSTITUTION

Hunter College 

PILOT AWARDEES PROJECT TITLE

Gargi Pal, PhD,

Postdoctoral Associate

Gu Xiao, PhD,

Postdoctoral Associate

Cicely K. Johnson, PhD,

Postdoctoral  Associate

Hunter College 

Hunter College 

Nicholas J. Bodor, MD, PhD, 

Postdoctoral Associate

Temple University

Minsun Lee, PhD, 

Assistant Professor

Erin K. Tagai, PhD, 

Postdoctoral Associate

Alvaro Garcia, PhD,

Postdoctoral Associate 

Temple University

Temple University  

Fox Chase Cancer Center 

"Viral delivery of miR-1207-3p as a therapeutic option for

aggressive prostate cancer in Black males"

"Putting the PINCH on cancer cell survival"

"Racial disparities in non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) incidence: a pilot project to

examine the role of estrogen metabolism, cigarette smoking, and other risk factors"

"Detection and targeting of triple  negative breast cancer with a p53

tetramerization domain peptide" 

"The association between metabolic syndrome and cancer risks: social

and behavioral pathways for racial/ethnic minority populations"

Lin Zhu, PhD, 

Postdoctoral Associate

Temple University
"Feasibility of smartphone-based lifestyle monitoring to prevent colorectal

cancer in African and Asian Americans with a history of colon polyps"

"Decision making for medical management of low risk prostate cancer:

A multilevel qualitative evaluation"

"Being awarded the U54 pre-pilot grant has had an immediate
impact on my doctoral studies- I have the freedom to pursue a very

exciting and important breast cancer project! Long term-this
award will make me a very attractive candidate for potential post-

doctoral positions"- 
Devon Lundine, BS, Hunter College - Pre-Pilot Award recipient

Pre-Pilot and Pilot Award Recipients
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"Dietary and cultural practices of  minorities in New York City as an 

 indicator of colorectal cancer screening behavior and screening intent"



Summer Cancer Awareness Months

JUNe july August
National Cancer Survivors Day

(June 2nd) 
National Men's Health Week

(June 9-15)
 

UV Safety Month
Sarcoma Awareness Month
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Summer Sun Safety Month
World Lung Cancer Day

(August 1st)

Follow us on 

Linkedin (tufccc_HC REsearch Education Core)    Twitter (@Rec_u54)     Instagram (U54_REC_SCRI)

 
Research Education Core Leaders: 
Carolyn Fang, PhD - Fox Chase Cancer Center 
Olorunseun Ogunwobi, MD, PhD - Hunter College 
 
For questions regarding the Research Education Core and any upcoming events please contact one of our research coordinators:
Taylor Wood, MPH - taylor.wood@fccc.edu
Cristina Zambrano, BA - Cristina.Zambrano61@myhunter.cuny.edu
 

american association for the

advancement of science WOrkshop
 
 On July 17th, TUFCCC/HC hosted a Communicating Science
workshop conducted by the American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS). Over 40 trainees and a handful of
mentors attended this workshop, during which they were introduced
to public engagement frameworks, were taught how to identify their
communication goal, and learned how to craft a tailored message to
achieve their individual goals. 
 
AAAS staff member, Gemima Philippe, led small-group exercises in
which participants used real-life scenarios occurring in their labs to
discuss how they can better communicate their findings or how to
communicate with research participants during recruitment. 
 
After the workshop, 90% of participants felt science communication
will be an important component of their future professional plans,
and 83.3% reported that they had the skills needed to communicate
information in a way that their participants would understand. 
 
"...I learned about a certain public engagement activity that is exciting
(which I have never thought about before until we had to sit down and think
about it). I learned how to turn that goal into a plan that contained messages
to reach a certain audience. I learned about the challenges that we might face
when participating in a public engagement activity." - Workshop Participant
 


